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ACCO Launches Research Projects
on Climate Governance

By Carlin Watkins, Program Associate

Recognizing the importance of understanding how organizations across sectors are
organizing internally to respond to climate change, ACCO has embarked upon a series
of research projects designed to gain knowledge as to how staff members and
executives are being structured, tasked and supported.

The first two phases of the research projects are being conducted between November
and January, with research findings scheduled to be unveiled in April 2011 at a two-
day event that will be announced in January 2011.

Research on Climate Governance in Higher Education Institutions

A graduate student team at Duke University has partnered with ACCO to conduct
research focused on U.S. and Canadian higher education institutions. A questionnaire
was circulated to senior officials at these institutions in mid-November and responses
can be submitted until December 17, 2010. Institutions desiring to participate in the
project are being asked to provide information on their climate governance structure
and the roles of organizational leaders involved. They have been offered the
opportunity to do so either publicly or confidentially.

The project managers will examine, compare and contrast how higher education
institutions have organized in response to climate change, and when possible, will
highlight patterns between various categories of institutions (e.g. urban vs. rural,
public vs. private, 2-year vs. 4-year, signatories of the ACUPCC, etc.).

More information about this particular project is available at

www.ACCOonline.org/fag.html.
Research on Climate Governance in Corporations

ACCO will embark upon a parallel research project focused on the corporate sector as
well. The questionnaire will be circulated by early January 2011 with a variety of
public and privately held corporations with responses due in February 2011. A report
detailing findings from this survey will be unveiled in April 2011 in conjunction with
the Duke team’s report. Additional information on this effort will be published in the
coming weeks.
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